From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: azoth@netcom.com (Az0th) 

Subject: Re: 392 

Message-ID: <199509282015 .QAA05976@netcom6.netcom. com> 


Hiyall, 

> Randy, WB6MAI, writes about the R-392: 

> " If the darn thing was not so prone to detecting garbage it would be a 
> very nice receiver" 

> 

> The R-392 I have has no problem with the mixing of the AM broadcast 

> stations which you describe. Sounds like the radio is in need of some basic 
> service. The rig I have that is so sensitive that it works well with xnox 
> antenna... the antenna binding post on the front suffices. You can put your 
> hand about 6 inches from the post and stations come in great! 


Am I correct in thinking that an R-392 was intended for mobile/portable 
use with short, whip antennae? If so, anything like a ‘decent’ wire 
might be expected to overload unkindly. I've only ever seen one of the 
clever beasties in actual operation, but as I recall it had only a 
short length of wire attached as an aerial, and it seemed to work 

just fine. 


RF Buchanan 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: 392 

Message-ID: <9509282230.AA07721@bock.ih.att.com> 


Very good point, RF. Maybe the R392 is like some of the little ricebox 
portable SW sets, which are optimized for their whip antennas -- 

if you clip a lousy 10 or 15 feet of wire to some of these little wonders, 
they detune and overload like solly state oughta do. 

But on their little whips they can be pretty sensititve. 


If the R392 is really that "hot" then maybe we should respect it for what it is 
and use a short wire antenna only. I'll have to play with mine and see. 


FWIW, the SRR-1-G "spy" rx I have will tune in the major SW-BC stations with 
an 18" clip lead on the antenna post. Oddly, it does not overload or get 
squirrely with the big outdoor antenna. It uses Loktal tubes, for which I've 
always had an ever-growing respect. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

Subject: 4PR1000 Tubes 

Message-ID: <199509290952.CAA28526@desiree.teleport.com> 


Tom, KITA wrote: 


> I once had a couple of tubes that looked identical. One was marked 4-1000A, 
>and the other was marked 4PR1000A. I got curious about the PR job, and wrote to 
>Bill Orr at Eimac to ask what the difference was. 

> 

> Bill's reply was that a PR tube was a standard tube taken off the line and 
>submitted to special testing. The test was to bias it to cutoff, apply a plate 
>voltage of about 20,000 VDC, and if the tube didn't flash over and the leakage 
>current thru it was below a certain value it was designated a pulse regulator. 
> 

> For ham purposes in short, there is NO DIFFERENCE. These PR tubes (new, in 
>the box) are essentially 4-125As. 


I found out the same stuff from Eimac a few years ago. However, my 
experience has been that all the 4PR1000 tubes I have had a chance to check 
in my 4-1000A Class B grounded grid amplifier (5 or 10 tubes) seem to be 
pretty dead. I think maybe I have seen only pulls from the radar 
transmitters they were intended to be used in. It must be that when they 
are too dead to be used with 20,000 volts on the plate, they are REALLY DEAD 
with 5,000 volts on the plate. Just a guess. 


Stan W7NI@teleport.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: dsnowden@ccd.harris.com (Doug Snowden) 

Subject: 75A4 value 

Message-ID: <9509291414 .AA276313@rs2.ccd.harris.com> 


I have a chance to pick up a 75A4 apparently in average condition. It 
has the SSB filter only. What is a average price for one of these? 
If I get it, then I'll have to figure out where to put it! 


73 Doug, N4IJ dsnowden@ccd.harris.com 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 


From: Pierre VINET <Pierre_Vinet@UQAR.UQuebec.CA> 
Subject: A price for an HW-101? 


Message-ID: <Pine.3.03.9509272309 .A12157-b100000@hp9ri . UQAR . UQUEBEC . CA> 


Hi everybody, 


I have an opportunity to buy an Heatkit SSB Transceiver model HW-101. The 
rig did not worked for about 15-20 years, was professionaly assembled, is 
complete, has a perfect inside and outside cosmetical aspect, seems to be 
operational, the receiver works well, even in a basement with a 10 feet 
long wire antenna, didn't test the transmitter yet (no antenna on hands). 
It is an early 70's kit with a total of 20 tubes and 19 semiconductors 
used in it. Goodbye the "classic" era, this rig is already a kind of 
"hybrid". Sorry. It come with the manual, an HP-23 series power supply, a 
keyer, a key, a PTT-Vox microphone, a SWR meter, an external speaker, a 
dummy load ... I think all this would make a pretty good starting station 
for a newcomer to the ham world. The problem is I nor the owner have any 
idea of what would be a reasonable price for the whole bunch. This leads 
to the following questions: 

- Does anybody could give us some guidelines in establishing a price 
reflecting the close value of an HW-101 in the actual market? 

- What kind of simple test may I perform on the rig to insure myself of 
its basic reliability? 


Thanks, 73 de Pierre 


Pierre Vinet, Universite du Quebec a Rimouski, case postale 272, Rimouski, 
Quebec, G5L 7C1, <pierre_vinet@hp9ri.uqar.uquebec.ca>, 418-722-8439. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: "Gable, Edward M" <emg@rfpo2.rfc.comm.harris.com> 
Subject: RE: A price for an HW-101? 

Message-ID: <306BD323@smtpgate.rfc.comm.harris.com> 


<SNIP> 

I have an opportunity to buy an Heatkit SSB Transceiver model HW-101, 
was professionaly assembled, isperfect inside and out. 

[What is] value of an HW-101 in the actual market? 

<SNIP> 

Thanks, 73 de Pierre 

+4++++++4++= 


Pierre: 

I carried a perfect HW-101with all accessories, true "plug 'N Play' 
station, to many Hamfests this year at US$175, take $165.00. 

Never sold. Guess I'm down to $150 now. That may give you 

some idea. Regards, Ed K2MP @ Rochester 

emg@rfc.comm.harris.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 

Subject: RE: A price for an HW-101? 

Message-ID: <199509292104 .AAQ2341@cruz.com> 


At 06:12 AM 9/29/95 -0500, Gable, Edward M wrote: 

[snip] 

>Pierre: 

>I carried a perfect HW-101 with all accessories, true "plug 'N Play" 
>station, to many Hamfests this year at US$175, take $165.00. 

>Never sold. Guess I'm down to $150 now. That may give you 

>some idea. Regards, Ed K2MP @ Rochester 

>emg@rfc.comm.harris.com 


Ed & Pierre, 


Your posts really brought back a lot of memories. My first SSB xcvr was a 
used HW-101 I bought from Henry Radio in LA back in 1973. (I felt a little 
weird, buying somebody else's Heathkit build job, but it looked pretty 
well-done. In the fullness of time, that proved to be a correct estimation. ) 
I ran it mobile with Hustler antennas from a humongous '67 Chrysler Newport 
:) and had an awful lot of fun with it. (Well, if it wasn't then or isn't 
now a true boatanchor, at least I ran it from a boat! <g>) Later on, I ran 
it "fixed" from the home QTH, a 3rd floor apt in a part of LA I wouldn't go 
into nowadays without an Uzi... Or maybe even xwith* an Uzi... :) 


$150 seems like a poor price for such a nice little rig. <sigh> Does it have 
the sharp (500 Hz) CW filter in it? I bought that separate from Heath and 
installed it. 


I'm originally ('way back) from Webster... Guess you know where that is! :) 


73 

Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: bgraham@tecnet1.jcte.jcs.mil 

Subject: Advice wanted: Mic to use with dx60 
Message-ID: <199509292209.RAA25256@uro.theporch. com> 


OK, give me advice guys (and gals).. 


Should I go wqith a normal hi imp mic or use a d104 or other 
amplified mic with me soon-to-be-here dx60? 


Bill 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter) 
Subject: AGC circuit theory ?s 

Message-ID: <812322256.4643009@AppleLink.Apple.COM> 


Just a brief theory question: 


In looking at the schematic for an R10-A I noticed that the front end 
sensitivity was adjusted by means of a 50k potentiometer between the 

cathode of the first RF amp and chassis ground. I assume the intention here 
was to provide variable bias and therefore variable gain. Is this a common 
technique used in AGC control circuits? That is; is the amplification factor 
modified by dynamically varying the bias level of the cathode? 


This would help me understand the previous comment about "...grounding the AGC 
line." to test/find the reason for poor sensitivity in an SX-117. 
-df 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: "Gable, Edward M" <emg@rfpo2.rfc.comm.harris.com> 
Subject: RE: AGC circuit theory ?s 

Message-ID: <306BD930@smtpgate.rfc.comm.harris.com> 


Just a brief theory question: 

<SNIP> 
This would help me understand the previous comment about "...grounding the 
AGC 


line." to test/find the reason for poor sensitivity in an SX-117. 

<SNIP> 

++t+++++4++ 

df 

I think ur refering to my comment about grounding the AVC voltage as 

a quick way to see if AVC is holding back RX sensitivity. A faulty 
AVC circuit may develope too much AVC voltage. (negative voltage 
obtained usually from detecting and filtering last i.f. signal) This 
negative 

voltage is used to start cutting off RF and i.f. stage tubes by applying the 
AVC voltage thru very high value resistors( .5 to 1M) to the grids. By 
grounding the AVC voltage at the supply side of the resistor, you remove 
the AVC voltage. If the RX jumps back to life then you have a clue of 


where to start looking. Yes, you can vary either the grid or the cathode. 
RF gain controls in cathodes are quite common in BA RX's. 
Regards, 


Ed K2MP @ Rochester 
emg@rfc.comm.harris.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan) 

Subject: Anyone going to Rochester, NH? 

Message-ID: <v02110100ac91c808a9fd@[140.243.30.128]> 


Andy Wallace and I will be at the Rochester hamfest next Friday (10/6/95). 
Anyone else planning to attend on Friday? I think Andy will be there on 
Saturday, too. 


Regards, 

-Steve 

Steve Byan internet: steve@hi.com 
Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc. 

1601 Trapelo Road phone: (617) 890-0444 
Waltham, MA 02154 FAX: (617) 890-4998 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 

From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 
Subject: ARC-5 Transmitter Tips 

Message-ID: <950929113722_ 72227 .1640_EHM29-1@CompuServe. COM> 


ARC-5 / SCR-274N Command Set Transmitter Tips. 


Andy/A1l1: 

The Command transmitters are alot of fun to use and 

I'm happy to see folks giving them a try. I use the units 

in complete, original configurations with racks, dynamotors 

and all but they work just fine stand-alone. All voltages here 
assume CW operation. I'll cover AM if anyone is interested. 


Tube Covers 

The cover over the finals on a Command Set transmitter is 
rectangular with rounded corners. It measures 4+7/8 by 2+3/8 
ins. It is black wrinkle on all units except those with a decal. 
Centered in the top is a rectangular brass plate 2+1/4 by 1+1/8. 
It has raised brass lettering on a red lacquer background: 


CAUTION (large font) 
HIGH VOLTAGE a 


STOP DYNAMOTOR BEFORE (smaller font) 
REMOVING THIS COVER " 


I have a scar on my left hand proving that this is 
good advice! There were brass shortages during the 
war, so some Army (SCR-274-N) units were produced 
with decals replacing the top and side brass plates. 


Rattling Ball 

This is almost certainly one of the plastic insulation 
balls that insulate the tuning capacitor stators under 
the chassis. This is a toughie. What ever you do, 

don't lose it! I've repaired one by using a wooden 

wedge to hold the stator in place while slipping the ball 
in with a pair of forceps. It was tedious and took 
several tries. Bob Keys, do you have a better way? 


Rear Chassis Pin-outs 

Tack-soldering to the rear plug works but be mindful of 

the safety hazard in doing this. I've homebrewed plugs 

using pins from junker receivers that worked OK. I don't have 

a good solution and will leave this to the many minds brighter 
then mine. The Navy ARC-5 and Army SCR-274-N units have 
different pin-outs. Older Navy ATA units match the Army pinouts. 
The Army units are all marked BC-xxx and can be black wrinkle 

or bare metal. Navy units are always black wrinkle. ARC-5 
transmitters have a wider space between the top two pins then 
the Army or ATA units. Count the pins from the outside starting 
from the top right, going counter-clockwise and counting 


the center pin as #7. 


Navy ARC-5 (T-15 through T-22) 
N.C. 

Osc. Bt 

Selector (keying) relay 
Ground 

Filiments 

PA Screens 

PA Plate B+ 


NOoOBWNEPR 


Army SCR-274-N (BC-696, 457-459) 
and Navy ATA (CBY-xxxxx) 

1 Ground 

PA grid drive test point 

Osc. Bt 

PA Screens 

Selector (keying) relay 
Filiments 

PA Plate B+ 


NO oO B WD 


Operating Voltages 

Filiments and relays need 24VDC at about 2 amps. B+ voltages are 

not critical. Oscillator B+ is designed for about +220 VDC 20 mils. 
Don't run over +250 VDC as this will cause component heating and drift. 
Regulated is better but not manditory. My units run without regulated 
osc. B+ and drift very little after warm-up. PA screens were designed 
for 250 VDC and the PA Plate circuit for 520 VDC 150-200 mils. 

600/300 is as far as I would push it, but I've heard of people running 
800/400. Brave souls. 


Keying 

Unless you plan to build a complete racked system, some small 
changes will be needed. I think Bob Keys's method is the least 
invasive, most elegant and 100% restorable. The Selector relay is 
used to key the PA cathodes to ground and the Osc. B+. I'll let 
Bob explain his system to you. It's important to remember that in 
old WWII MO-PA rigs, chirp was both expected and accepted. 

You can't expect 90s keying from a 40s rig. However, I've used 
rigs keyed this way even on 40 mtrs with very little chirp. 


Tuning and Operation 

I recommend using the unit into a resonant 50-ohm antenna. Yes, 

it was designed for a short, random wire. That will work fine but 
you're asking for RF burns, tedious tuning and other headaches. 

Put the antenna roller coil at 0, the Ant. Coupling control at maximum 
and that's it. The units are designed to get about 25 watts out, more 


or less. Monitor the plate current when you first fire it up. If the plate 


needs "dipping" (and it shouldn't), you do it with the center varible 
under the chassis through the holes on the side. Leave the bottom 
cover on and screwed down or your tuning will be off. x*DON'Tx mess 
with the tuning slugs in the PA stage or the Oscillator! This will foul 
the tracking that keeps the finals tuned throughout the band. If you've 
already done this, contact me and I'll tell you how to fix it. 


Important Note 

On the rear chassis wall you will find a little bathtub with three 
.05 ufd 300 VDC capacitors to ground. Replace it, no questions 
asked. Leakage in this cap is the number 1 reason for drift and 
roasted resistors in these units. It also screws-up PA bias. 

You need to keep the original wiring in place for both drift and 
calibration's sake. I usually cut out the mica, remove the old 
rotten gloop inside and put three nice little .05 mylars in there. 
You may have a simpler solution. 


That's it for now! Good luck and hope to see you on the air. 


73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S/7 
Lost Wages, Nevada 
72227 .1640@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu 

Subject: Re: ARC-5 Transmitter Tips 

Message-ID: <199509291450.KAA27807@ccO5du.unity.ncsu.edu> 


> 
> ARC-5 / SCR-274N Command Set Transmitter Tips. 


Some of my ARCUS-FIVUS experiences...... de NA4G/Bob 
> Rattling Ball 


I have done the capacitor removal and tweezer johnny ten-hand bit, 
and unless one makes up an assembly jig, there is no quick/easy fix. 
That is part of the art/craft/pennance of ARCUS-FIVUS playing. 


> Rear Chassis Pin-outs 
> Tack-soldering to the rear plug works but be mindful of 
> the safety hazard in doing this. 


I find this works, for me, as long as the leads are well insulated 
and you don't strip the leads too far --- about 1/4 inch only and 
push them in till the insulation squeeks. 


I like the homebrewed plug idea, but have never had good success 
with them, because they invariably slip out with 220 or 440 volts 
attached --- EEK. 


> Operating Voltages 
27.5 volts filament max, 22 volts min (24 is fine). 


220 volts max on the oscillator from a plate dropping resistor from 
the amplifier plate line. 10-15K is the value if I remember right. 
No regulation is required if you know what you are doing in the 
keying department and the basic HV line is relatively stable. 

I run mine on a 450 volt dynamotor from an ol' surplus vehicular 
motorola rig that had neat shovel em' in dynamotors that I could not 
resist (hey --- they wuz freebies). 


500 volts max (for safety reasons and peace of mind) on the finals 
and take the finals screens ONLY through a dropping resistor off 

the plate line --- you will be sorry otherwise. I forget the value 
off the top of the head but about 50k ohms rings a bell. Read the 
schematics. It is all there and simple to trace out and I use the 
on in the blue surplus conversion manual, mostly because it is handy. 


For heavens sakes, don't jack up the plate voltages --- it is not 
an 813 or a 4-1000 that you are running there. 


Keying 

Unless you plan to build a complete racked system, some small 
changes will be needed. I think Bob Keys's method is the least 
invasive, most elegant and 100% restorable. The Selector relay is 
used to key the PA cathodes to ground and the Osc. B+. I'll let 
Bob explain his system to you. It's important to remember that in 
old WWII MO-PA rigs, chirp was both expected and accepted. 

You can't expect 90s keying from a 40s rig. However, I've used 
rigs keyed this way even on 40 mtrs with very little chirp. 


VV VV VV VV WV 


I will place a bet with anyone, for a cup of joe at my shack for a 

long winter's nite on watch at the key, that I can key any stock separate 
ARCUS-FIVUS rig (not the whole system all at once ) without chirp with no 
modes at all at normal manual hand keying speeds (up to about 20 wpm). 
After that speed only one very insignificant mod and an adjustment will 
make them key to 90's specifications ---- at least all mine do. 

Mine key fine at 35wpm with that one simple mod. 


In the original circuitry, the keying is via essentially all relays 
at once on a single chassis, or with a plate relay in the modulator 
in the complete system plus the relays in the selected unit, plus the 


antenna relays all at once. Unless you are fortunate like Dave and 
a select few others to have the complete system WITH all the correct 
plugs, mounts, dynamotors, etc., then you fall into my paeon's simple 
minded one unit running category. In that case, proper keying is 
trivial. On the whole system, it is almost an art to get all the 
relays to sequence properly so that no chirp is there, but it CAN 

be done. Hence if you are running the entire system, you probably 
will have some chirp, but that can be minimized by proper relay 
sequencing. In the original system, the keying line fires the 
selected transmitter relay (that is no sweat to sequence) under 

the chassis and the antenna front panel relay and the antenna box 
relay. The easiest thing to do here is just sequence the under 
chassis relay as I will discuss below, and then let the panel 

and antenna relays catch up as they may. Those panel and antenna 
relays are rather slow and won't key well beyond about 15 wpm, 
although I have had them go at 20 wpm on one box. Hence, the 

whole sytem at once is turned on quickly and then the antenna 


catches up --- it alters the load but does not chirp that much 
if one does not load up the antenna to more than about 15 watts output. 
Beyond that it will start to pull the oscillator --- and chirp some. 


Single transmitter separate keying recommendations: 
Here are my minimal mods to key the single transmitters just fine. 


1. Disconnect ONE lead (the 24V side) of the front panel antenna 
relay and tape or insulate to keep it safe, and then tie safely 
in place so it won't move around. Carefully swing the little 
antenna coil spring contact around to the backside of the antenna 
binding post nut contact surface so that it always makes contact. 


2. Sequence the under chassis relay by bending the contact arms such 
that the oscillator B+ keys first and the finals key second. This 
requires that the oscillator contact make at about 1/32 inch before 
the finals contact makes. 


That was simple, wasn't it? It is absolutely amazing that essentially 
ALL the ARCUS-FIVUS rigs that I have run across in 25 years are, to the 
machine, not properly sequenced. Maybe they did not think about that 

at ARC, when the unit was designed. BUT credit is due to the ARC boys 
for designing the first post-war amateur classic rig. They knew we would 
get our fingers upon them after the war....(:+}}..... 


> Tuning and Operation 
For 50 ohm use, follow Dave's roller coil at zero and run it max 


coupled. That works fine. BUT, if you are running a boatanchor 
antenna like an end fed wire. Then: 


1. For end fed wires an ODD number of quarter waves take about 
100-200 pf in series with the antenna to make the system 
resonate as a series fed low impedance antenna. 


2. For end fed wires an EVEN number of quarter waves take the same 
100-200 pf in parallel from the antenna post to a ground point 
under one of the screws on the chassis and tune as a parallel 
tank feeding a high voltage antenna. 


3. Tune either system for max out on a field strength meter. 
Nothing is simpler to tune than that. It is as simple or simpler 
to tune than modern rice boxes with their outboard transmatches. 


I use the 100pf tub caps from a BC-375 tuning unit (PLEASE DO NOT TEAR 
UP A GOOD TUNING UNIT --- I will be happy to swap a cap if you need one). 


As a rule of thumb, I find that about 1/3 to 1/2 max coupling is about 
right for best coupling under all conditions. More than that and 

the thing seems overloaded and may pull slightly under load, slower 
than real chirp. 


I concur with Dave..... 


Important Note 

On the rear chassis wall you will find a little bathtub with three 
..05 ufd 300 VDC capacitors to ground. Replace it, no questions 
asked. Leakage in this cap is the number 1 reason for drift and 
roasted resistors in these units. It also screws-up PA bias. 


VV VV WV 


I have never had this problem. In 25 years of playing with these 
I have had only one bathtub ever go south. Maybe I am leading a 
charmed life or something..... 


Other thoughts: 


1. Regarding the use of 2.1-3, 4-5.3 and 5.3-7 rigs on the ham 
bands --- JUST DO IT! The under chassis padder caps can easily 
be adjusted up or down to get you into the nearest ham band. 
Commendable thinking again by the boys at ARC. 


2. Unstable signals on my rigs have often been cause by poor 
contact on the roller inductor connections at both ends. 
Also, clean the roller inductor and the wheel and the rod 
that the wheel slides on. I use silver polish like tarnex 
and that seems to work. If it is not relatively clean, 


then you get high resistance contacts that make for poor 
loads and will pull the oscillator slightly. 


3. Power supply regulation is not needed. But, if you choose to 
regulate the oscillator line, any voltage from 150 to 225 in 
some combination of VR tube strings will work just fine. 

Just remember to use proper dropping resistors off the plate 
line to give the correct firing voltages on the VR tubes under 
load and no-load conditions. Personally, I have never needed to 
regulate the oscillator B+ lines, but caveat. 


How many of you fellers have used the electronic dynamotor replacements 

from the 60's for your receiver dynamotors? They work great, even with 

input voltages as low as 12 volts (hint for old converted receivers that 
run on 12 volts). 


That's it for now! Good luck and hope to see you on the air. 


> 

> 

> 73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S/7 

> Lost Wages, Nevada 

> 72227 .1640@compuserve.com 

Definitively OM, fires up yer ARCUS-FIVUS gear an's plys the BA 

CWIST ethers. Nuttin' better than the warm fuzzy glow of an ARCUS-FIVUS 
on the crackle and din of 200 meters and down! 


Now youse fellers has gots me all fired up an' I's a'gonna haves ta 
stoke the filaments in mine tonight! Oh, such wonderous pennance to do! 


I could sure use a navy arc-5 rack for a single transmitter (the one 
with the larger connector rings). I know I could use some plugs too, 
but that is wishing for hot cracklin' popcorn in an arctic blizzard! 


73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

Subject: Re: BA radios and PC boards 

Message-ID: <199509282206.PAA05960@desiree.teleport.com> 


>An article in April 1956 QST, on the Hammarlund PRO-310, shows printed circut 
>boards 


>used for the R.F. assembly. So were back to 1956, now. Any others older? 


It isn't a "radio" but it is a BA. The Tek 310 scope appears in the March 


1956 Tek Catalog and it has two PC boards in it. It was not announced as a 
new product in that catalog so I am sure it was in at least one earlier one. 
The March '56 Tek Catalog (Catalog #14) is my earliest. If there are any 
others out there in the '50s or ‘60s, especially earlier than #14, I am very 
interested and have a lot of stuff to trade. 


Stan W7NI@teleport.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: BA radios and PC boards 

Message-ID: <199509290052.TAA26364@zoom.bga.com> 


As Stan Griffiths said 


VV VV VV VV 


I 


>An article in April 1956 QST, on the Hammarlund PRO-310, shows printed circut 
>boards 
>used for the R.F. assembly. So were back to 1956, now. Any others older? 


It isn't a "radio" but it is a BA. The Tek 310 scope appears in the March 
1956 Tek Catalog and it has two PC boards in it. It was not announced as a 


new product in that catalog so I am sure it was in at least one earlier one. 


have a pair of 310's, one an early one (S/N 647). It has the 


original seleniums in it, and they still work. The PCB's look like 
paper-base phenolic. I probably should take some time and convert it 
to silly-cone diodes. This means either putting some phenolic terminal 
strips on the sheet metal, or drilling holes and installing ceramic 
strips. My later 310, which has silicon diodes, has completely 
different sheet metal for the power supply. 


The manual I have for the 310 was printed in 1957, and most of the 
schematics are dated mid-1955. I don't know how well the Tek manuals 
people were at getting manuals out for new products in 1955, but recall 
that in 1960 and later, they were very slow, so I'll guess that the 
scope had already be introduced by the dates on those drawings. Finish 
on the early scope is hammertone, not crackle. 


The 310 makes a very nice little bench scope, but they run hotter than 
a pistol. Tek made a fan base for them----a wedge-shaped affair with a 
fan inside and some power connectors---but I haven't seen one, so I 


just limit the 


on" time to about two hours. 


Apropos of etched circuit boards in other electronics, the May '62 
Proceedings of the IRE, a 50-year history issue, discusses various 
methods of packaging, and indicates that someone made TV sets in 


production on etched boards in 1954. These, of course, were loaded and 
soldered by hand. Wave soldering was developed in the late 50's, and 
automated insertion was a late 60's development. 

KK AIK KI KKK III KKK KIA IKI IK III II KKK III III IK III IKI KIKI IAAI IK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KAKA KKK KKK KEKE AK KK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
Subject: Re: BA radios and PC boards 
Message-ID: <199509291412.KAA25993@altair.cs.unc.edu> 


Tony passed along the following: 
On Thu Sep 28, 1995, Nick England wrote, as posted in the digest: 


> Stuart K5KVH was wondering when printed circuit boards started 
> showing up in BA radio gear. 


The International Crystal kits were on PC boards. I built a 6-meter 
converter kit from them in late 1956 and I know they were available a good 
while before then. 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Re: BA radios and PC boards 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950929103236 .29453A-100000@iglou> 


> 

> 

> > Stuart K5KVH was wondering when printed circuit boards started 
> > showing up in BA radio gear. 

> 

ARRL HANDBOOK 1953, Catalog section in back, page 21. 


Large Hallicrafters add shows a man's hand holding a pc board. 


Foto-Etched circuits are a new Hallicrafters development that, for the 
first time, bring true one operation soldering to a complete circuit. The 


result is a set produced at less cost-a set that is lighter-yet uniformly 
perfect. Wu 


Follows are 7 steps describing how pc boards are produced. The last 
paragraph says.... 


"In use only in the clock radio illustrated at present, here, 
nonetheless, is the type of engineering thinking that makes hallicrafters 
radios and communications equipment the best buys....etc bla bla.... 


So there you have it. Halli made a clock AM radio with a printed circuit 

board in 1953. Bet that would be a rare find! I sure do enjoy the back of 
the old Handbooks with all those nice BA's. Just think what they would be 
like now ...... MFJ junk!! yuk :x*( 


Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Re: BA radios and PC boards 

Message-ID: <9509291514 .AA20381@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


>That piece of trivia aside, let me add my vote for the "point-to-point" 
>wiring technique. I believe that point-to-point construction really has 
>far, far more character and appeal than a PC board. 


>But with point to point wiring, NOW you really understand what all those 
>components are really doing and just where the electrons are going - 


Nick's comments above remind me of a story: Back in the 
mid-70s I was visiting now-deceased Bill Shaw, WA4MMP, who at the 
time lived in Chesapeake, VA. I had brought down a frequency 
counter to align the oscillator in his 6-meter Clegg Venus (my Dad, 
WA4CVA, also deceased, had one so I was familiar with the 
procedure) . 


After completing the alignment we got to comparing radio 
equipment: the Venus, with its Eddystone dial, point-to-point 
hand-wired chassis, tubes, etc., and Bill's solid-state 2-meter 
"box." The Venus was still out of the cabinet, sitting on edge 
with its innards plainly visible, while the "box" was just laying 
on the table alongside, and Bill, pointing to the "box," said, 


"You know, this is a rather handy little unit. I can carry it in 


my car, use it portable or fixed, and it has certain advantages. 
It allows me to "communicate" in a pretty efficient manner." 


Then he pointed to the Venus and said with pride, "But 
this - this is a xRADIOx!" 


73% 


Paul, K4MSG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: BA radios and PC boards 

Message-ID: <199509291823.LAA25059@hobbes.UCSC .EDU> 


Just to mention, for old times' sake. There was also that G.E. technology 

where they used a phenolic board and inserted little tinned things, tubula 

things, and they could stick component leads or wire ends into them. Then 

they would dip solder the board. Tube sockets were sorta double sockets - 

one set of contacts for the tube pins and one set of contacts that fit over 
the tubular things on the solder side; so the tube sockets were pressed 

on after soldering. I've seen this construction in TV sets and in military 
equipment. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: BA radios and PC boards 

Message-ID: <9509291613 .AAO7794@bock.ih.att.com> 


Funny that Halli didn't use PC boards in ham gear till 15 years later, if at all. 
My SX-117 must be one of their last all-tube rx, but unless they're hidden 
under the steel chassis, there ain't a lick of PC in that set. 


Funny that this great, "perfect" cost saving technology was not deemed 
worthy of ham gear :-) 


BTW, in 1960 I built one of those Knight Kit R100 rx. I think the wiring quality 
was improved by using PC technology, especially in the RF section. That PC 
bandswitch was great (others got different mileage, I know!). 


Also, on whether PC building is less instructive on how the circuit works -- 
this is true, but only because the components go on the opposite side 

of the printed wiring. If you mounted them n the wiring side (talking 

good old single-sided boards here), you could see the circuit topology 

even better than pt-pt chassis wiring. 


Don't get me wrong, I like the good old wiring. I saw inside a beat up 
Heath HW-101 or whatever, and when I saw these dark old sagging PC boards 
I thought "cheap junk." Not fair, but old prejudices die hard. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 

From: "David W. Barts" <davidb@ce.washington.edu> 

Subject: Bremerton (WA) Hamfest - Any BA'ers going? 

Message-ID: <Pine.HPP.3.91.950928153447 . 227541 -100000@atlas.ce.washington.edu> 


Since others are asking similar questions, I figured I'd ask as well. 


Hamfest is this Saturday (the 30th) at Kitsap County Fiargrounds. I 
plan on being there. 


David Barts N5IRN | UW Civil Engineering, Box 352700 | Seattle, WA 98195-2700 
davidb@ce.washington.edu | http://www.ce.washington.edu/~davidb 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com> 

Subject: Cheers and Boos 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509291315.A9700-0100000@netcom4> 


Hi everybody. 


First, the cheers! 

I posted a quiery to this list re Xcelite. I remember that they had a 
lifetime guarantee. Well, the owner of a local electronics emporium gave 
me the following phone number (919) 362-1709. I called them and 
explained the problem (a broken tool), and they told me that they'd send 
out a replacement in today's mail. 


Now the Boos 

I was able to get a couple of 11 pin sockets for my S-line. They're 
avaliable from Wirepro. But they charge $5.00 a copy for these cheap 
sockets. Kind of a gouge in my way of thinking. 


73 


Paul WA60kKQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 


From: joe.selkregg@amail.amdahl.com 
Subject: Comet Pro coils/specs needed 
Message-ID: <mOsyj]Kx-000074C@juts.ccc.amdahl.com> 


Does anyone know of a source for a set of plug in coils (4 coil sets, 2 coils 
per set) for a Hammerlund Comet Pro receiver? So far, I have tried the 
Tanenbaum (sp?) Co. and Mr. Fowle with no luck. 


Or, does anyone have the specs on these? I have the blank coil forms and 
could wind my own coils. 


Any help would be appreciated. 

Joe Selkregg 

joe.selkregg@amail.amdahl.com 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Disk color converters 

Message-ID: <F9SN5559.F9SN5610@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 
to: boatanchors@theporch.com 


Re. rotating disk color converters: 


These weren't only used as a conversion scheme. At one time, they were advanced 
as a primary color TV system. 


It seems that CBS and RCA were into a rivalry thing for years, over a number of 
basic technology things. One of them was color TV. 


CBS envisioned a color TV system using a rotating color filter disk as a viable 
commercial product. RCA, on the other hand, went after a fully electronic sys- 
tem. 


CBS got it's mechanical system refined to the point that they actually had an 
experimentally licensed station on the air in New York City, simulcasting part 
of it's daily monochrome network programming in thier proprietary color system. 


Obviously, such a system had a lot of mechanically awkward features, and the 
screen size was quite small. The problem with it that was the biggie tho was 
that the color signal wasn't compatable; it couldn't be received in an accept- 
able manner on a monochrome TV set. 


CBS was hoping to get past the noncompatability problem by proposing that the 


existing mono stations stay where they are, on VHF, and the new color service 
inhabit the then-new UHF TV broadcast band. In short, CBS tried to sell the 
idea that incompatability was a nonproblem. 


No way was THAT gonna fly after RCA came up with thier compatable system, using 
a subcarrier to transmit color data, which a monochrome set would totally 
ignore. 


In the RCA submission to the FCC for system acceptance, RCA included a LARGE 
volume of field test data proving compatability. The NBC outlet in New York 
City, WNBT-TV (channel 4), held an experimental license for on-the-air color 
testing, and NBC management actively canvassed the area for reception reports 
and comments from viewers during color tests. In addition, they tried several 
different color subcarrier frequencies to find the one which offered the best 
performance with the least mono artifacting. 


In an obvious shot at the CBS proposal, RCA even set up an experimentally 
licensed UHF station in Connecticut, fed it with programming that paralleled 
WNBT's color program tests, and gathered performance data on it! 


All of this was distilled into statistical data that went into the FCC submis- 
sion. 


In the many closed circuit tests of RCA color that were opened to the public, 
comment cards were passed out to the audience. With wicked glee RCA submitted 
one card's comments in total in the FCC submission; the comments went to the 
effect that the audience member had seen demonstrations of both the CBS and 
RCA systems, and the RCA system was not only easier on the viewer's eyes, but 
the color rendition was also more vivid and lifelike! 


RCA was clearly out for blood and won the color TV war, and the CBS system 
became just a footnote in history. 


BTW, it's alleged that the CBS/RCA rivalry also surfaced in phonograph records. 
CBS developed the long playing 33.33 RPM record, and RCA's answer was the 45 
RPM single. It's been claimed that the 45 was purposely developed with the odd 
speed, small size, and large hole simply to ensure that RCA products couldn't 
be played on a CBS turntable, and vice versa! Both formats claimed to be THE 
answer to providing high fidelity sound. 


73's, 


Tom, KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: dmedley@indirect.com (David Medley) 


Subject: FS Hallicrafters SX-42 
Message-ID: <199509291625.JAAQ4276@bob.indirect.com> 


I have an SX-42 which I would like to move out of my shack. Here are some 
more details. 

1. Mechanical. The radio is clean and all mechanical parts work. The 
cabinet has been repainted but could do with some touch up. The front panel 
is nice and clean and unscratched. 


2. Electrical. The radio works on all bands but not very well. Band 3 works 
really well so this probably means some alignment is needed. 


Open to any reasonable offers. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com 

Subject: FS Tube Tester Mania 

Message-ID: <950928175829_111910238@mail02.mail.aol.com> 


Hi Gang, 


My research here in Michigan has proven a theory that several here have 
discussed, namely that electronic gear left on its own will multiply, very 
much like rabbits. To that end I am relinquishing some of my own breeding 
stock. To wit: Tube testers. I discovered 13 of them have appeared where 
only 3 used to exist. 

So here is the list of the ones I have decided to separate from the rest of 
the herd. I'm keeping only males so this will not happen again.I have 
checked all the testers and repaired them where necessary to make sure that 
they work. Help me and yourself out. Everybody always needs another tube 
tester. 


1. Weston 798 Gm tester. Tests Antique, 7&9 pin mini's, Octal, Loctal, and 
Acorn. Test for shorts, Cathode leakage and Gm. Manual, Charts, adapter 
Info included. Unit works well and is in Metal Case. $80.00 shipped 


2. Weston 777 Gm tester. Tests Antique, 7 pin mini, Octal, Loctal and Acorn. 
Tests for shorts, and Gm. Tube chart included, instructions on tester. In 
nice wood case. $65.00 shipped 


3. B&K 700 Gm Tester. Tests for Shorts, Gas, Life test, Grid emission and Gm. 
Has Gm scales. Manual, charts updated through 1977 [last update available], 
Calibration instructions... Tests 7 and 9 pin mini's, octal, loctal, 
nuvistor, noval, magnoval and duodecar tubes [all the modern ones]. Case in 
very nice shape 

$80.00 Shipped 


4. B&K 500 Gm tester. Test for shorts, gas, life, and Gm. Tests 7 and 9 
pin mini's and octals. has updated tube chart but no manual. Case is 
missing cloth cover on bottom [probably would look fine if painted black. 
$40.00 shipped 


5. Seco 98 Gm tester. Test for shorts, leakage, heater current and Gm. Tests 
7 and 9 pin mini's, Octal, Nuvistor, Noval, Magnoval, and Duodecar tubes. 
Manual, calibration instructions, updated charts included. $60.00 shipped 


6. Heath TC-2 Tube checker. Tests for shortsand emission. Tests Antique, 7 
and 9 pin mini, octal and Loctal tubes. Manual, calibration instructions, 
updated charts included. In wooded case thats in fair shape. $40.00 shipped 


7. Knight Tube checker. Tests for shorts and emission. Tests Antique, 7 
and 9 pin, Octal and Loctal tubes. Has manual and Roll chart included. 
$35.00 shipped 


8. Accurate instrument 151 tube checker. Tests for emission and shorts. 
Tests 7 and 9 pin mini, Octal, and Loctal tubes. Has manual and charts 
included. Tupical cheapie tester $18.00 shipped [it does work] 


9. Superior instruments 82A tube tester. Has charts,, case is not so very 
good. I'd call this parts. Has a nice working meter, and the tube sockets 
are very salvageable [appreox. 25 there] transformer, $12.00 shipped 


10. Accurate Instruments 161 utility tester. Checks tube filaments, and 
several things that I don't quite understand. Has a watt meter function 150 
and 300 volt supply in the case. it fairly small and light too. $15.00 
shipped [has a manual] 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 
Subject: Grayslake fest report 

Message-ID: <MAILQUEUE-101.950929003634.384@vilas.uwex.edu> 


This hamfest was completely bipolar. The weather both days was 
gorgeous Midwestern fall, highs in the upper fifties and not a cloud 
in the sky. Perfect weather for grunting your way back to your car 
with a couple of boatanchors. 


Saturday was a seller's dream. That was weird because there were 
more sellers in attendance than I've ever seen. Makes for a lot of 
walking and pleasurable viewing. I tore the tarp of my trailer at 


10:00am after I'd scoured the grounds. In twenty minutes, I'd sold 
one half of the gear that I'd brought with me. I can recall being 
laughed at for bringing boatanchors to fests. This is as recent as 
last year. On this particular day it was like these guys hadn't seen 
a command set or an ARC-1 in ten years. My GRC-19 (R-392 and T-195) 
literally jumped off the trailer - no small feat. The selling was so 
good that I drove all the way back home (2+ hours) to get a second 
load for Sunday. 


Sunday was exactly the opposite. The grounds were almost deserted. 
It was a buyer's dream. I picked up two Tektronix spectrum analyzer 
plug-ins, a 3L5 and a 3L10 for a song. Then I was given an Eddystone 
990 UHF receiver by a familiar fester who didn't want to put it back 
in the car. I picked up two military antenna couplers for 

rhombics, 7Oohm unbalanced to 200/725 ohm balanced in gorgeous 

water and bullet proof boxes - $15 for the pair. Then I snagged 

a Sierra 470- 1000mHz signal generator for $20. A two-way radio 
dealer cleaning house sold me a box of Larson, whips and mounts, a 
handful o£ new Antenna Specialists 44QmHz 1/4waves, two 

classic old Motorola mobile speakers and a box of 50 UTC chokes for 
$5.00. 


If all that wasn't enough I latched onto an HP-8601A sweep generator 
for $90. 100kHz to 110mHz, AM/FM, CW or sweep up to 10mHz. I 
immediately used it to sweep some unknown passband filters I've had 
laying around. Now I can align all those wide 455kHz and 21.4mHz IFs 
that I've just tweaked by ear. 


There were many boatanchors avaliable but very little military gear. 
Lots of pricey Collins S-line stuff, a few Drake twins, a Globe 400 
nicely restored but priced at over $1 per watt (input). Gonset G-50, 
several Central Electronics units, including a 600 linear like the 
one featured in the latest Electric Radio. 


I had one of the best fests in years, satisfying as both a buyer and 
a seller. 


73 Terry 0' 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Grayslake Postscript 

Message-ID: <F9SH0513.F9SHO528@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 


Troops, 


In my Grayslake / Radio Expo report I forgot to tell you about the Buy of 
the Day. I'm including it because it might contain a bit of information that 
you'll be able to use in the future. 


In my wanderings I saw a guy with a blue plastic tarp spread out on the 
ground. On that tarp was a tangle of odd bits and pieces. Out of curiousity 
I began digging thru the stuff. 


I quickly encountered a military package marked, essentially, VACUUM TUBE, 
TYPE 4PR125A. 


For those who don't know, this thing is a pulse regulator / hard modulator 
tube intended for (among other things) pulse switching in RADAR sets. 


I once had a couple of tubes that looked identical. One was marked 4-1000A, 
and the other was marked 4PR1000A. I got curious about the PR job, and wrote to 
Bill Orr at Eimac to ask what the difference was. 


Bill's reply was that a PR tube was a standard tube taken off the line and 
submitted to special testing. The test was to bias it to cutoff, apply a plate 
voltage of about 20,000 VDC, and if the tube didn't flash over and the leakage 
current thru it was below a certain value it was designated a pulse regulator. 


For ham purposes in short, there is NO DIFFERENCE. These PR tubes (new, in 
the box) are essentially 4-125As. 


I dug around some more and found a total of seven of ‘em, some new, some 
pull-outs. 


BTW, there was a sign next to the blue tarp; ANYTHING ON THIS TARP, $1.00! 


Guess what MY favorite final for homebrew rigs is gonna be for the next 10 
years? ;-) 


Be advised tho that there are a few PR types that don't have standard number 
equivalents, so if the number seems a bit odd with the PR removed from it, look 
before you leap (ie, if you're shopping via mail, swapnet, or INTERNET, be a 
bit careful; you could wind up with an orphan that there are no known RF PA 
ratings for!). 


There ARE, however, PR versions (as far as I know) of 4-125, 4-250, 4-400, 
4-1000, and I believe 3-500 and 3-1000. 


I was surprised to find out that a lot of folks that I consider to be really 
savvy in this game were unaware of this tidbit of information. 


Good PA tube hunting! 


73's, 


Tom, KITA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: "S. Miller" <smiller@motown.ge.com> 

Subject: Re: Grayslake Postscript 

Message-ID: <199509282348.TAAQ2048@bear.MOTOWN.GE.COM> 


I happened to be looking thru the EIMAC catalog last nite looking 

for info on a 4CX1500B when I ran across what I thought was a 4PR1000 
version. However, this one is one of the ones that is not directly 
interchangeable for a 4-1000 (that version is alos in there). This 
version (I forget the exact number) looked just like the 4-1000 but 
had a 7 volt filament that took a whopping 36 amps (vs 21.5 for the 
standard and pulse rated 4-1000). This tube was supposed to be able 
to handle 425KW pulsed. So as Tom said: beware, there are versions out there 
that may look the same but as pulse tubes they set up differently. 

On the other hand you get lucky like Tom did and get a bunch of 
4-125s for a buck apiece. 

Steve, Kd2Ed 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Grayslake Report 

Message-ID: <9509281953 .AAQ7548@bock.ih.att.com> 


I'll second the motion that Greyslake was a great fest. I didn't make it 
till aobut 9:30 AM SUnday, so I saw totally different stuff from Tom. 
Sellers were spread out all over the place -- near the end of the day 

I found people packing up in remote corners of the fairgrounds. 

One had a pickup full of miltary gear that he was slowly stripping 

for parts (not his R390A for $150 :-). 


Stuff I saw worth remembering: 

Viking II, repainted front panel, rewired, followed me home for $100. 

Gonset 63 RX, followed me for $50 

Pair of Boonton RF impedance bridges for $80 -- I finally passed 

National NCX-5 xcvr, asking $250, open to offers. WIsh I'd taken this 

for $175 or so. It didn't sell. Marvelous piece of gear, James M. would approve. 
Lots of early and late rice boxes, including hybrids. 

Some Drake xcvrs, but no 1A or 1B RX, which I was looking for. 

Many Heathkit xcvrs, as low as $150. 


If I hadn't already bought a KWM-2 privately, I'd have had many chances at 
Greyslake 
to get a SSB station cheap. 


A young guy using a ocnverted Army commo van for his motor home had a couple 
of lightweight TX chassis assemblies, loaded with "good" 6146s and other tubes -- 
I took two for $30. 


How about the vendor whiling away the hours playing his mandolin? 
He was really good! 


A European young guy ahd some really top-flight test gear by Phillips and Siemens. 
I saw lots of stuff I never knew existed. 


There was a TV-7 tube tester, but for something like $200. I was impressed how 
small 
it is, while equipped with sockets for everything. 


One table indoors of classic top-drawer "11 meter" gear, at collector prices. 
Couple of those SIltronix 11m VFOs, but priced too high to hack for the Viking II. 


Overall I was pleased at the ratio of Ham and serious electronics to junk 
and irrelevant stuff. Even the guy selling the small pistol crossbows for $13 
extolled their virtues in shooting antennas over tree limbs. 


Yes there were piles of PCs but after a while your retinal ganglia just don't 
see those anymore. I did see two orignal Macs, for $50 and $60! Where are the 
real collectors? 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Grayslake Report 

Message-ID: <9509281957.AAQ7552@bock.ih.att.com> 


Oh yes, for you Tek scope junkies, I was sorely tempted by a battery-operated 
6 MHz Tek in a livestock paviliion at the far edges of Greyslake. 

The owner had refitted it for gel cells. It was neat to stand in sawdust 

and punch the switch on a scope and have it light up. He'd have taken $75, 
and if not for already owning a B&K dual-trace 15 MHz battery job I'd have 
taken it. He ended up taking it home. Don't recall the model no., 

but maybe you Tek lovers can comment (it does have ONE tube, after all :-) 
73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 
Subject: HF noise and humbling experiences 


Message-ID: <9509290539.AA09030@texan. frco.com> 


Got several good suggestions on where to look. Stuart Rohre suggested 
how to look, with a portable radio. 


I bought a Heath 'Most Accurate Clock' a while back. It decodes the 
IRIG time signals in WWV broadcasts to display the time, and adjusts 
its internal 3.5 MHz clock so that it can keep going accurately when 
WWV is lost in the noise. It is connected to the outside antenna. 
When the SX-62A had trouble, the first thing I did was to turn off 
that clock. There was no change, so I plugged it back in again. 


My mistake was to think that a single isolation of the problem was 
enough. It seems I was looking for the source of the broadband noise 
when I tried it. I didn't try it again when the 1200 Hz tone showed 
up. The portable radio clearly identified the clock, though. 


So, I can either build an isolator for the antenna connection, or 
hack the clock to accept the output of a boatanchor WWV receiver. 


Thanks for your help. 


Bill Hawkins bill@bvc.frco.com 612 895-2085 Minneapolis, MN USA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: Lewis=M=Dobbins%Mktg%GVG@banyan.BV.TEK.COM 
Subject: History Question 

Message-ID: <9509291753 .AA21005@tekgen.bv.tek.com> 


Greetings all, 


Having many BA's myself and having done a lot of work on them for over 25 
years. I usually don't think too much about the history of the companies that 
produced this wonderful gear. I have in the past (60's and 70's) contacted some 
of these companies for info or parts and recieved a good response. Thinking 
about it today, I realize that a good portion of them are gone. My question is: 
What is some of the end history (what, where and when) of comapnies such as: 
Hammarlund, National, Hallicrafters, TMC etc. 


Thankyou 


Lew Dobbins 

Training Engineer 
Grass Valley Group Inc. 
Nevada City, CA 


WD6GJIR (Genuine Junk Radio) 


lewis.m.dobbins@tek.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <950929142819_32569467@mail02.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 95-09-29 13:59:25 EDT, 
Lewis=M=Dobbins#%Mktg%GVG@banyan.BV.TEK.COM writes: 


>What is some of the end history (what, where and when) of comapnies such as: 
>Hammarlund 


well, for Hammarlund the end came in 1975, or therebouts. 
An ad in the July 1975 CQ Hamshop..reads: 


For Sale: Hammarlund Manufacturing Co., Famous Old Name in Radio; 

One of the Nation's oldest and most familiar names in radio, organized in 
1910. 

Source of nickname " Ham" applied to amateur radio operators. Sale includes 
trade name, drawings production and test equipment, product lines, including 
military, commercial and amateur general coverage recievers and FM two-way 
radio equipment. Total package price: $650,000.00. Write to ...... 
HAMMARLUND, A SUBSIDIARY OF.... 

ELECTRONIC ASSISTANCE CORPORATION 

80 east ridgewood ave 

Paramus, NJ 07652. 


so it went, a company by the name of Pax ended up with what was left. 
this company known today for owning the air capacitor divisions of: 
Cardwell 

EF Johnson 

Hammarlund 


They sold alot of Hammarlund leftovers for a long time. but the again, when 
E.A.C. originaly moved everything from Marshill NC to NJ the emptied out 

6 or 7 semi trailers full of NEW Hammarlund, cabinets, parts, equipment, 

ALL into ....Yep, a Landfill, to which is now covered by a , of all things, 
a football field...... 


PINMIM sa ade seca OSS ee eS oe Saree Re "Play ball " ( wrong game, same 
ending...ya get runover) 


robert 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950929144007 .16324A-100000@iglou> 


They sold alot of Hammarlund leftovers for a long time. but the again, when 
E.A.C. originaly moved everything from Marshill NC to NJ the emptied out 

6 or 7 semi trailers full of NEW Hammarlund, cabinets, parts, equipment, 

ALL into ....Yep, a Landfill, to which is now covered by a , of all things, 
a football field...... 


VV VV VV 


As a cloud drifted across the full moon, Robert gingerly walked across 
the field as he does every evening. Suddenly the ground beneath him began 
to quake. Shaking with fear, Robert fell to the turf as the dirt heaved 
up in front of him. Slowly raising his eyes and straining in the pale 
moonlight, Robert saw a yellow glow emerging from the freshly disturbed 
earth. Could it be? Yes! Yes! he bellowed. It's an HQ-120 in mint 
condition, powered on and tuned to 20 meters with the sound of W6AM 
calling CQ DX on AM. Digging quickly on all fours, he discovers the 
original box and packing material still fresh and new. Grabbing up his 
newfound prize he scampers across the field in a mad dash to his shack. 
As he runs, he feels the radio slowly grow cold and silent. Stopping 
under the street light, he sees his 120 slowly turn to dirt and fall in 
small clods to his feet. Walking slowly now toward his home, a deep voice 
from above says. "No Robert, it's not time yet". SK 


Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math. hawaii. edu> 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950929092130 .2307A-100000@kahuna> 


On Fri, 29 Sep 1995 HAMRLUND@aol.com wrote: 

> For Sale: Hammarlund Manufacturing Co., Famous Old Name in Radio; 

> One of the Nation's oldest and most familiar names in radio, organized in 

> 1910. 

> Source of nickname " Ham" applied to amateur radio operators. Sale includes 


A frequent question on the wreck.radio newsgroups is how the word ‘ham 


originated. Dozens of answers surface, but this is the first time I've 
seen reference to Hammarlund as being the source of the word. May we 
take this as the ‘definitive' answer? 


Jeff NH6IL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <950929153230_32624240@mail02.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 95-09-29 15:04:14 EDT, n4lq@iglou.com (Steve Ellington) 
writes: 


>As a cloud drifted across the full moon, Robert gingerly walked across 
>the field as he does every evening. Suddenly the ground beneath him began 
>to quake. Shaking with fear, Robert fell to the turf as the dirt heaved 
>up in front of him 


Yep, and now you know why I'm not the nite grounds keeper... < GRIN > 


robert 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <950929153916_69512356@emout05.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 95-09-29 15:29:13 EDT, jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey 
Herman) writes: 


> May we 

>take this as the ‘definitive’ answer? 
> 

> 


well they were around along time. (1910),but thats what the article or ad, 
said.. 


(sounds good too me) ya, I'll stand behind that................. (is this far 
enough?) 
Unless you believe the, " all amateur's are pigs" theroy???? 


robert 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 


Subject: Re: History Question 
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509291350.A9700-0100000@netcom4> 


Lew and friends, 


With respect to TMC, it's still around, mostly into government 
contracts. The founder was a ham, and that's when they made their ham 
gear. When he died, his kids weren't interested in continuing any 
commercial stuff for hams, so they just kept to the Navy contracts. At 
least, that's the way I heard it. 


73 

Paul WA60KQ 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9509291337 .A9700-0100000@netcom4> 


> Source of nickname " Ham" applied to amateur radio operators. Sale includes 


seen reference to Hammarlund as being the source of the word. May we 
take this as the ‘definitive’ answer? 


VVNV NV 


Jeff and friends, 


Probably not. In fact, this is the first I've heard of this version. 
But it makes an interesting story. 


73 


Paul WA60KQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <199509292020.NAA25158@hobbes. UCSC .EDU> 


>A frequent question on the wreck.radio newsgroups is how the word ‘ham' 
>originated. Dozens of answers surface, but this is the first time I've 
>seen reference to Hammarlund as being the source of the word. May we 
>take this as the ‘definitive' answer? 

> 

It's been well established that back in the 19th century beginner or 


poorly qualified telegraph operators were called "hams" or "plugs", 
and the for-profit schools that turned them out were called "ham 
factories". [Source: Edwin Gabler's book, The American Telegrapher] 


Why they were called hams I don't know - perhaps short for "“ham-fisted" but 
that's just a guess, and Gabler doesn't go into that question. Nor 

does this fully explain "ham radio" in competition with other theories; 

but it's easy to imagine in the chaotic days of early radio that the 
professional operators cursed the "ham operators" who were causing so 

much interference. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: RANDY@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu 

Subject: Re: History Question 

Message-ID: <2A139EA3758@sbil.sb2.pdx.edu> 


Although it was just a short while ago that National finally liquidated, 
I do remember quite well visiting the National Company during the long 
slide downhill. I was a graduate student in Boston and had moved from 
Brookline to Malden in 1975 where I discovered them quite by accident 
more or less around the corner. I expected a large operation but I found 
instead a sad old building, a small front office with a receptionist, 
and little signs of bustle. At the time one could still purchase 
original manuals for most of the equipment and I recall looking over 
some lists. Should have purchased one of everything, but we all know how 
that goes. I'll bet most of their work at that time was on government 
contract trying to keep FRR59s running. 


=Randy= 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: KSOF@aol.com 

Subject: HQ Ghost 

Message-ID: <950929183734_69561524@mail02.mail.aol.com> 


The fact that 7 trailer loads of stuff were dumped in a landfill 20 years 
ago and covered over and became a football field is a great story. It 
leaves lots of room for us dreamers to conjure up middle of the night 
adventures about "buried treasure" and digging up the "mother load" 
under the 50 yard line! 

BIW.........-.. How bout dem RAMS? 
I read years ago about turn of the century European ops, I think 
scandanavians coining the term HAM. Probably describing the 
"fist" of another op. Predecessor to LID?? 

73 de KSOF 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: I Really Shouldn't Do This (SX-62) 
Message-ID: <9509281852 .AAQ7511@bock.ih.att.com> 


Last year I almost bought a so-so SX-62A for $100-plus. 
Later I got an SX-42 instead, and am happy with it. 


For the most part, the SX-62 is just a repackaged SX-42, and while the 62's 
big sliderule dial looks more civilized in the public rooms of a home, 
the 42 packs a lot more human engineering. 


Mainly, the 42 has a vernier scale on its "safecracker" tuning knob so 
you can find a station again exactly. Also you have Ham bands on the bandspread. 


At least one of the 62 versions has no bandspread at all, and I think there's 
no vernier for finding a station again. 


Neither set spreads the freqs out very far on the main dial, so you need 
that vernier scale. Of course the 62 may have an xtal calibrator, 
which is welcome in any radio, and needed for setting the bandspread. 


Bot the 42 and the 62 have almost exactly the same tube lineup. 

Yes, the 7-pin mini RF tubes look great feeding that squat 7F7 loktal 
osc-mixer. ANd then the octal and loktal IF and audio tubes. 
Hallicrafters shuda done like Philco and thrown in a couple of 6-pin 42s 
or maybe an 80 rectifier, just to make it 4 generations of tubes :-) 


For good, strong audio, any ‘42 or '62 will make you very happy. 


Another set to consider, if you ever see one, is the SX-42, a cost-reduced 
and in some ways improved SX-42. (Oops, I meant SX-43 above). 


You may be right about how long the 62/62A series ran on the market. 


THe 42 was only for a few years after the war. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 

From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 
Subject: Joshua Prepares His Horns. 

Message-ID: <950929130156_72227 .1640_EHM94-1@CompuServe. COM> 


The Coming Collapse in BA Demand. 


This "heads up" is just my opinion of course, but I think 


many of you might want to know about the changes in the 
mania-driven BA market. About half the current BA list folks 
remember my article last spring on the speculative mania in 
boatanchors that is driving prices beyond reasonable 
valuations. Well, the first indications of demand collapse 
are showing in both the military surplus and Collins markets. 


The market for any collectable, be it baseball cards or 

BAs, runs a bell curve. 30-50 year-olds yearn for their 
youth and spark demand. Speculators begin buying to resell 
at a profit. People who have not saved enough for retirement 
begin calling their collectables "investments," hoping 

to be rescued. As the 30-50 crowd that was interested in 

the "collectables" runs out of mad money, has their yearning 
for their youth satisfied or is simply priced out of the market, 
traders and dealers begin feeding off each other with 

ever escalating prices until demand inevitably collapses. 

A small core of collectors and dealers remain, but demand 

and prices never fully recover. 


Last winter, I posted a long list of military surplus 

that a friend wanted to sell. Reaction was immediate 

and he sold almost everything in short order. I posted 
another in the spring with the same result. Recently however, 
I've noticed items that would have been snatched-up quickly 
this spring languish unsold. I posted a list of good command 
equipment at current mania prices for a friend of mine just 

a few weeks ago. These units would have gone fast 

last spring. Well, he barely got a nibble. Hmmmmm! 


I started checking around and sure enough, most of the 

big traders are having trouble moving surplus BAs. Turns 

out the Collins that sold last winter is getting hard to move, too. 
The Collins problem is further complicated by the extra supply 
coming on the market as old military bases are closed. We 

have Collins stuff out at the test site sitting in the salvage yard 
going for scrap. Once the break comes it will be brutal. 


Prices will not come down right away. People will hold on to what 

they have, trying to "break even," just like the poor fellows who bought 
$50 silver in 1979 are still holding on at $6. No matter. A steady flow 
of estate sales as widows get what they can will bring both surplus 

and Collins to market at their true, much lower value. 


This is all fine with me. I am delighted to see the collapse begin 
so I can eventually acquire the BAs I enjoy. I hope you, too are 
holding only those BAs you enjoy. If you have BAs as "investments," 
I strongly urge you to sell into the market now and put the money 


in a good mutual fund. 


Oh, and about the Japanese buying all the Collins stuff they can find. 

The Japanese are an intelligent, hardworking and honorable people. 

But as individual investors, they have historically been beset 

with misfortune. They usually buy into a market very late, pay the 

highest prices on the bell curve and are left holding the bag as 

demand collapses. Recall the old master paintings they bought for 

$50 million that now won't fetch ten and the huge losses on real estate. 

The Japanese public bought into their stock market right at the peak 

and it still hasn't recovered fully all these years later. Sad for Japan, but 
a good market indicator for us. 


It's certain someone is going to respond that Collins is going to 
go on appreciating forever and Dave is full of it. As you like. 
I've done my part to save friends from driving over the cliff, 

so I'll shut up now. 


73 DE Dave AB5S/7 
Lost Wages, Nevada 
72227 .1640@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Re: Joshua Prepares His Horns. 

Message-ID: <9509291459.AA19747@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


>As the 30-50 crowd that was interested in 

>the "collectables" runs out of mad money, has their yearning 
>for their youth satisfied or is simply priced out of the market, 
>traders and dealers begin feeding off each other with 

>ever escalating prices until demand inevitably collapses. 

>A small core of collectors and dealers remain, but demand 

>and prices never fully recover. 


This is exactly what I expect to happen to the key & bug 
market as well. Tom French, W1IMQ, in his book "Introduction to 
Key Collecting," warns against buying up keys and bugs in the 
mistaken hope that they will someday be valuable "investments" - 
they won't be. The market for these items is *VERYx* small, 
limited to mostly hams and retired telegraphers & 
radiotelegraphers; the general public could care less about this 
stuff! David Winter cottages, it ain't! 


If you want to collect a few keys and/or bugs or other 
similar items (sounders, etc.), do so because you have some 


interest in the particular items. Don't regard the money spent 
as an "investment" because the odds are you will *neverx recover 
what you've paid out. And don't think that this is your "last 
chance" to buy an old bug or key, because unless it happens to be 
something *REALLY*x rare there will always be "other chances" (and 
if you're patient, probably lower prices, too). So, resist the 
temptation to shell out huge bucks indiscriminantly. Think about 
what you might like to collect and why, educate yourself a little 
on what's available, what's rare and what isn't, how pricing is 
structured, etc., and then proceed with deliberation. 


And, IMHO, the same is true of BAs..... 
73, 


Paul, K4MSG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 

From: Bill Smith <bilsmith@crl.com> 

Subject: Re: Joshua Prepares His Horns. 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950929094926 .2927A-100000@cr113.crl.com> 


Hi, Dave.. 

Very interesting post, and I agree with your hyphothesis to a large 
extent. BUT, must say that a record (by a large measure) 43 people 
checked into West Coast AMI net on 3870 kHz this last Wednesday at 9:00pm. 


A good time was had by all! hi hi And we missed you! Hope you will be 
able to get back on the air soon. 


73 de Bill, Ab6MT 
bilsmith@crl.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: berg stephen erik <z931086@rice.farm.niu.edu> 
Subject: Re: Manual needed 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950929123449 .12825B-100000@rice> 


As I recall, WA9GAV was one of the design engineers of the Knight TR108. 
It has been many years since I talked to him, but he may be the best 
authority on this rig 


73% 


Steve WA9JML 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Mech. filters and harsh audio 

Message-ID: <9509282320.AA07740@bock.ih.att.com> 


To continue the thread, it occurred to me that maybe the harsh sound 

of mechanical filters (even those that say "Collins Inside") is not just 
from the rining produced by the filter's sharp edges, but also from how 
a mech filter is placed in the IF chain. 


Mech and xtal filters are usually placed very early in the IF chain, 
usually right after the 2nd mixer. THis has the merit of preventing 
adjacent-channel sigs from cross-modulating inside your early 

IF stages. 


However, this also means that any noise or hiss generated by your IF stages 
will pass right thru to the audio detector. So you can get a band-limited 
treble-cut sound of the signal, but with treble hiss and maybe distortion 
taht were generated in the IF stages. 


OTOH, L/C filtering is evenly distributed along the IF chain, so any distortion 
Or noise produced in one stage is attenuated in the following stages. 

Thus any noise that comes thru should be subject to the same BW limitations 

as the signal. 


The HQ-129X, with 3 IFs, put the xtal filter after the ist IF. 
Thus it takes out any crud introduced by the ist IF. Maybe Hammarlund was 
onto something. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 

From: kizat@bah.com 

Subject: MONROE NC & maybe BA Hunting 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950928225226 .21762B@booz.bah.com> 


Found this on my local packet board, thought it might 
be of interest to th BA gang. I dont ever know where 
this place is other than North Carolina. 

jd 
From: KC4YOY@N4ZVN.4#MON.NC.USA.NOAM 


ANNOUNCING THE SECOND ANNUAL MONROE, NC 


O1l' Fashion Hamfest & BBQ 
Sunday, October 22 1995 
Starting at 9 AM 
At the Union County Farmers Market 
On Skyway Drive - 1 mile south of Hwy. 74 
in downtown Monroe, NC 
Tailgating - $5.00 ea. 
Dealer Tables in covered area 
are $6.00 each in advance 
BBQ LUNCH SERVED 
$6.50 per Plate 
BBQ will be prepared by the 
WORLD FAMOUS 


WESLEY CHAPEL VF OD 


Sponsored by the 


Union County Amateur Radio Society 


for more information contact 


Ron Lawrence KC4YOY 
POBox 4016 


Stallings, NC 28106-4016 
(704) 289-1166 after 6PM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: Duncan Cadd <dcadd@luc.ac.be> 


Subject: more web sites 
Message-ID: <9509291448 .AAQ0621@alpha.luc.ac.be> 


Greetings, Anchorites, from a presently sunny Diepenbeek in N.E. Belgium! 


Bet it won't stay like it, though... Anyhow, check out the following: 


http: //www.otr.com Jim Widner's site with digitised recordings of old radio 
broadcasts 


http: //www.cs.ruu.nl/people/gerard/radios/ Gerard Tel's online radio 
collection 


http://www. pacificrim.net/~radio/ The Bellingham Antique Radio Museum, which, 
according to the blurb, contains over 1000 radios from the beginnings of radio 
to the 1940s, a private collection and online project thanks to Jonathan 
Winter, and located in Washington state. If you live in the area, it is open 
for 'hardcopy' visit . . . you can even play with some of the radios, so it 
says 8-)) There's also important info to other OT radio sites, but please be 
aware this is a 'growing' project so expect pages with not-yet-active 
hypertext. It's good now, what'll be like when all of the stuff is ‘alive' I 
can't imagine. Lots of promise for the future of the past!! 


I remember seeing postings from ex-submariners on this list. You might try: 
http: //wave.sheridan.wy.us/~rontini/ronpage. html 

I didn't find anything communications-related, let alone BA, but then that was 
because this site has such a HUGE number of links and the Net from the Belgian 
end was only running at 13 (yes, thirteen) bytes per second, so maybe someone 
who lives closer to Wyoming can check this out and tell us if there's any links 
to communications gear. Surfing at this rate is not conducive to low blood 
pressure 8-}% 


13% 


Duncan ON9SCHU / GOUTY G-QRP 8117 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: PAULGREG@MAINE.MAINE.EDU 

Subject: NC300 vhf converters 

Message-ID: <PAULGREG.950929213856@maine.maine.EDU> 


Ahoy, 

Just unpacked an accessory I've sought after for some time now-- 

the matching vhf converter box w/ 2, 6 and 1-1/4 meters for my 

otherwise hot NC300 revr. But I'm getting nada out of all three bands even tho 


the tubes are lighting up. Of course I have no documentation so 
I'm wondering what's what. Is this worth troubleshooting or are 
converters of this vintage--30 thru 35 Mc output--into this 
receiver simply an albatross? 

Defenders of "NC" filled red diamond please step forward. 

TIA and 73 

--Paul 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: NEED diagram. Dow-Key TR Switch 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950928193225 .14392A-100000@iglou2> 


I have a Dow-Key Model DKC-TR for which I need a schematic. Should be 
quite simple but I want to be sure the component values are correct etc. 
Is there any help out there? 73 


Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 

From: Al Klase <alklase@village.ios.com> 

Subject: Pak-Rats Hamfest 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSD.3.91.950929112800 .6484A-100000@village.ios.com> 


I'll be a vendor at the Packrats Fest this Sunday in Warrington, 
Pa. I will monitor 146.52MHz for CQ-Boatanchor calls from other list 
members. If 6.52 is being used for talkin or is otherwise too busy, lets 
try 147.525 (also simplex) as an alternative. Looking forward to meeting 
some of you guys! 


73, Al - N3FRQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 

From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: Please repost ....No, Please DON'T! 

Message-ID: <9509282222.aa02029@jackatak.theporch. com> 


Gang - 


> Could someone please repost the information about... 
PLEASE, do not repost things... as Jeff and others have pointed out 


there are SEVERAL sites from whence digests and posts can be retrieved 
by ftp... 


If it was important, save it. If it seems important later, on a xone 

at a timex basis, I can perhaps find the post in question and email it 

in response to an individual request... I will xNOTx take on being 

librarian for this unruly mob of cats that I am charged to herd! The 

odd request, I can answer fairly easily, but to ask that the list 

endure reposts is fighting against the progress we are making... and 

will result in some somewhat more harsh treatment for violators. 

73 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS 4#1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 

firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com Sees listown@jackatak.theporch.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: R-105/ARR-15 

Message-ID: <190120@w5ddl.aara.org> 


This rig is pretty cool, but a lot more complicated than the BC-348 
because of the autotune. But, the plus is Collins (or Bendix) quality 
, two PTO's to play with, autotune to play with, a big old 

Hamilton Beach (in some) blender motor, to play with, just a lot more 
gadgets inside. 


They made decent swl rigs. The only quirky thing about them is that 
they are in the case sideways (you know, just like Archie Bunker's 
neighbor whose door was on the wrong side of the house, his stairs 
were on the wrong side, etc) making the rig very deep. 


Mine did not have a dynamotor so I ran it from 28V and B+ from a GE 
commercial base, worked great. 


Have fun 

Tom 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Re: R-392 


Message-ID: <199509282059.NAA18529@hobbes. UCSC .EDU> 


I used one here for several years and didn't have any trouble with 


7) 


sensitivity or BC interference. But then I don't have a big BC station 
anywhere near my backyard. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: R-392 

Message-ID: <199509282131.QAA06662@zoom.bga.com> 


As RANDY@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu said 

> 

> Steve, 

> 

> I do believe the R-392 is aligned. Perhaps not perfectly, but close. 
> There is adequate sensitivity on all bands, although the unit has never 
> been great in terms of sensitivity. Other than being cute, its main 

> strength is very pleasant audio. 

> 

One thing I'd take a close look at is the local oscillator signal. If 
the oscillator is "squegging" (i.e., modulating up and down) you'll see 
noise, crosstalk, and all sort of mysterious symptoms that lead you to 
believe that the radio just has a crummy front end. If the oscillator 
grid leak resistor has drifted high, you can get this problem. I 
always replace the oscillator grid leak and DC blocking capacitor(s) 
with nice new components. Squegging is easy to spot using a scope, but 
you want to slow the scope down so that you can see lower frequencies, 
down to audio, as a modulation envelope. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: R-392 

Message-ID: <9509281831.AA07493@bock.ih.att.com> 


I suspect the R392's lack of resistance to cross-modulation 

is related to its limited plaste voltage of 28V. 

This xprobably* translates into a narrow range of acceptable grid 

voltage, ie, the poor starved tubes probably cut off at -5V or 

something like that on the grid. This would make for limited dynamic range. 


I know that in silicon-based circuits, you have to spend voltage and current both 
to get dynamic range coupled with good sensitivity and noise figure. 


Tubes probably have the same fundamental limitation, but you don't see it with 
the usual 200V on the plate, while 28 volts shows it up. 


I've had an R392 for a month; really MUST dig out some clips and try firing 
it up! 


Note that the 392 has only the single-ended "whip" antenna input. 

On the 390/390A, this input goes thru one less tuned RF circuit than 

the balanced twinex input. I should check the 392 schematic to see 

if it treats the whip input to two tuned circuits or just one. 

Best help for cross-mod is more tuned RF circuit before the first active device. 


You can always put an antenna tuner or passive preselector in front of the 392, 
but that sort of defeats the purpose of that beautiful one-knob tuning. 


Should be an easy rx to slip an FET into the RF stage -- Mr Paris! Full evasive! 
73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 

From: "David W. Barts" <davidb@ce.washington.edu> 

Subject: re: R-392 lubing (and its brethren) 

Message-ID: <Pine.HPP.3.91.950928153813 . 227543 -100000@atlas.ce.washington.edu> 


On -1 xxx -1, Richard Loken wrote: 


> You might try sewing machine oil instead of 3in1, it doesn't turn to goo like 
> regular 3in1 sometimes does. I use 3-in-1 motor oil but I use Singer sewing 
> machine oil if I want something lighter. They make a nice grease too. 


A very good observation about 3-in-1. It contains vegatable oils, which 
eventually undergo the oxidation and cross-polymerization that Barry 
Ornitz recently discussed here. 


David Barts N5IRN | UW Civil Engineering, Box 352700 | Seattle, WA 98195-2700 
davidb@ce.washington.edu | http://www.ce.washington.edu/~davidb 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 
Subject: R-392 sensitivity prob. 

Message-ID: <MAILQUEUE-101.950929004800.448@vilas.uwex.edu> 


If you're running your R-392 on 24VDC, it will always be a dog. 
28VDC is the absolute minimum. The best trick (and I think I picked 
it up here) is to power the plates and filaments seperately. Put the 


normal 28VDC on the filaments, but hit the plates with 35-40VDC. 
With this power arrangement, a well aligned R-392 becomes a really 
hot receiver. 


No need to worry about damaging the radio because 40VDC is still 
pretty low for a tube. I've never tried this on a R-392 with a solid- 
state audio replacement. Caveat emptor. 


73 Terry 0' WB9IGVB 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: RANDY@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu 

Subject: Re: R-392 sensitivity prob. 

Message-ID: <299449B097C@sbili.sb2.pdx.edu> 


Thanks for the suggestions about increasing the plate voltage on the 
R392. Last night I cranked it from 25 to 28 volts and indeed the 
situation seemed to be much improved. There was still a bit of what 
might be intermodulation distortion, but less than historically. 


One suggestion to check for a rectifying junction somewhere is a good 
one too, but this would be a serious project and will have to wait for 
another day. 


Relative to Terry's suggestion about cranking up the B+ to 40V -- do you 
know for sure that all the caps in the set are rated for such a high 
voltage? I suppose Collins would have overrated the parts quite a bit, 
but what is the danger point? 


Also, many of the tubes are indeed 26xx types. I guess I should consult 
my tube manual, but are they really happy with 40 V on the plates? 


Keep those suggestions comming.... 


=Randy= 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: "nuusers" <NUHOSE@befac.indstate.edu> 

Subject: Re: R-392 sensitivity prob. 

Message-ID: <CEC8CQ6AFB@befac.indstate.edu> 


On the 29th Terry O'made this contribution: 
> If you're running your R-392 on 24VDC, it will always be a dog. 


> 28VDC is the absolute minimum. The best trick (and I think I picked 
> it up here) is to power the plates and filaments seperately. Put the 
> normal 28VDC on the filaments, but hit the plates with 35-40VDC. 

> With this power arrangement, a well aligned R-392 becomes a really 

> hot receiver. 

> 

> No need to worry about damaging the radio because 40QVDC is still 

> pretty low for a tube. I've never tried this on a R-392 with a solid- 
> state audio replacement. Caveat emptor. 

> 

> 73 Terry 0' WB9GVB 

> 

Gang, 


Terry O' may have a point...My 392 played great...but the guy I sold 
mine to complained that the power supply that I built put out approx. 
31 or 32 vde...I advised that it was still within 20% of 28 
vdc...although it was a new unit the thing played great on a long 
wire or whip!! 

73, 

Steve KD1DT 


PS...GEE, I wish I had the 392 and the power supply back!! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: R-392 sensitivity prob. 

Message-ID: <9509291620.AA07803@bock.ih.att.com> 


Dyan-o-mite idea from Terry! 

Now, what is really the proper filament voltage? 

THe tubes are "26xxx". If they follow the normal 6.3 -- 12.6 progression, 
they should be 25.2. I'd like to know how much they really should get 
without shortening the lives of these rare babies. 


Luckily, if you take Terry's advice and split off the B+, then you can 
run the heaters a little cool, maybe 24 or even less, without losing emission. 


BTW, anyone have any reversible mod ideas for getting power into the set neatly, 
and getting audio out? THere isn't even a headphone jack, and the NASA mission 
to Mars to buy those funny connectors has been postponed due to a hydrogen leak 
till at least 2025. Ox can I just send half the price of the radio to 

Surplus Sales or Fair? Tnx es 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 


From: "Nickels, Bob" <RNickels@P16.IL50.micro.honeywell.com> 
Subject: Radio-vision 
Message-ID: <306B1428@mail_gw.micro.honeywell.com> 


The thread on using the internet to "see 
may be too much hassle/expense for some... 


BAs sounded pretty interesting, but 


Here is an alternative that I'm pretty impressed with...using the World Wide 
Web as a "virtual museum" for classic ham radio. This is already being done 
for vintage broadcast radio and is pretty slick. For a good example, point 
your web browser at: 


http: //www.accessone.com/~philn/ 


This is the personal homepage for "Phil's Old Radios", which is very nicely 
done and contains images of about 100 old broadcast mini-BAs. Phil says his 
radios may be "junk to hardcore collectors", but I'd say his photographs are 
first-class! Each set is displayed as a thumbnail image (very quick to 
load), and a larger JPEG image is available by double-clicking the thumbnail. 
Ox you can use the JT-30 mic to 'send' e-mail to Phil! 


The page called "How I built this website" contains loads of good info on the 
simple photography and publishing techniques used - mostly shareware and easy 
to duplicate by most anyone. It got me to thinking about how neat it would 
be to have a "BA" web site which could contain images of various combined 
collections! Between everyone on this list, how many BAs could be pictured? 


Putting images on the WWW wouldn't take as much special hardware or bandwidth 
as video...and would be another way to preserve some of the "bygone era". 


Thoughts and Comments welcome! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 

Subject: Re: Re. Color TV Converters 

Message-ID: <9509281617.AA07474@bock.ih.att.com> 


I'm surprised nobody has mentioned the quite serious color converters 
that used a rotating disk with the three colors of filters. 

THis disk whireld in front of your small (7" or so) B&W TV. 

Its motor was synchronized to the vertical frame rate. 


Your original screen showed alternately the red, green, and blue info 
as the appriopriate part of the disk went by the screen. 

The hookup would require some hackinginto your video detector, 

but not much more. 


I've never actually seen one of these, but they are highly prized among 
collectyors. 


THis scheme was recently resurrected in two places. One was the color camera 
for the APollo missions (inlucding the one that Pete COnrad burnt out 

by pointing into the sun). NASA couldn't cram three vidicon tubes into 

the camera, so they put a little spinning disk in instead. 

You could see the sequential colors whenever an astronaut moved quickly 

in the picture. 


THe other modern usage was in the Vectrex home video game -- your wore goggles 
with a little disk. Not only did you get color, but the disk alternately opened 
only one of your eyes, so some of the games had 3-D as well! 


Fun stuff, and certainly in the BA spirit -- goes right along wiht 
the slug racks of an R390 in Rube Goldberg complexity. 73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Re. R-392 lubing 

Message-ID: <F9SK1018.F9SK1040@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 


Well, everybody's had their say on the prefered lubricant for the 392. Here's 
my two pfennig's worth. 


I rely on the gun show specials. 


There is a clear yellow small arms lubricant that comes in olive drab 4 + 8 oz. 
cans. It's a light oil that seems to work well, and doesn't get gummy. It can 
be had for a buck or so a can. I'd bet that this stuff is what military radio 
fixers routinely used on R-390, 392, and the like, just because it was at hand. 


For some applications I use the standard issue lubricant for the M-16 rifle. 
It comes in 6 or 8 oz. plastic squeeze bottles (usually OD, sometimes clear). 
The stuff is white, and resembles Elmer's Glue. It stinks to high heaven; I 
think it contains some kind of volatile, aromatic solvent to help clean powder 
residue out of the M-16 mechanism. For BA work it seem to be pretty good, but 
be careful what it comes into contact with; I've never seen the solvent attack 
anything, but you never can tell. 


Once again, we're talking an El Cheapo, maybe a buck a bottle at gun shows. 
73's, 
Tom, KITA 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: mallick@orion.crd.ge.com (John Mallick) 
Subject: Re: Re:Swap R-4C for R-4B (fwd) 


Message-ID: <9509291319.AA03470@orion.crd.ge.com> 


> From: "Greg Anders" <anders@autopsy.corp.sgi.com> 


> 

> Are the component changes in the audio section simple enough for 

> you to pass along the mods? I'‘m curious.... I love the R4C except for 
> the limited bandwidth on audio. 

> 


OK, here is what I changed: 
C99 0.001 mfd. ---> 100 pf. (collector-base Miller cap) 
C100 ©.22 mfd. ---> 1 mfd. (input coupling cap) 
C101 0.005 mfd. --> 0.001 mfd. (collector bypass) 
C99 and C101 affect the high end roll off, while C100 affects the low 
end response. Overall, I found it made the AM sound of the RAC quite 
a bit better. As always, YMMV. 
73, John WALHNL 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: howellh@acad.winthrop.edu 


Subject: Rock Hill Hamfest Oct 7 
Message-ID: <95092904171426@acad.winthrop.edu> 


WINTHROP UNIVERSITY Electronic Mail Message 
Date: 29-Sep-1995 04:10am EDT 
From: Haney Howell 
HOWELLH 
Dept: Mass Communication 


Tel No: 323-4534 


TO: Remote Addressee ( _smtp%"boatanchors@theporch.com" ) 


Subject: Rock Hill Hamfest Oct 7 


A reminder that the Rock Hill, South Carolina Hamfest is coming up Saturday, 
October 7th. It's 

held at the Charlotte Knights baseball stadium off exit 88 on I-77, 10 miles 
south of Charlotte. It's one minute from the exit! Ideal BA dealing location 
in stadium parking lot. We start early in the flea market. Hope to see you 
there. I'll be the harrassed Chairman at the club table! (My last year. Thank 
you, lord...) 


BTW: Monroe is east of Charlotte on US 74. 


Haney no2n/4 howellh@winthrop.edu Load the bedsprings! 
FAFEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EPPA EE EET 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Rotary switch repair - success! 

Message-ID: <9509291247 .AA15328@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


As a followup to my "rotary switch repair" description 
yesterday: It was an unqualified success. The 2-NT now tunes 
correctly on all bands. 


I should mention that any burned area on the phenolic wafer 
should be scraped away carefully and the area coated with Krylon 
or some other thin, dielectric-type sealer. Even phenolic has a 
smooth "glaze" on the surface and, once penetrated, will tend to 
absorb moisture and dirt unless it's sealed. Also, any 
"carbonization" may cause renewed arcing and damage to the 
replacement contact. In my case, I spread Krylon on the surface 
using the tip of a toothpick, let it dry, then repeated the 
process to build up a thin protective layer. Then the new contact 
was installed as per the previous description. 


It's interesting that despite 38 years as a ham and 35 years 
as an electronics professional, (17 tech, 18 engineer) this is the 
first time I ever tried to repair a rotary switch by replacing a 
contact. However, it is a good thing to know how to do, 
especially when dealing with BAs, since it's difficult to 
impossible to find the "right" switch (or wafer thereof) for a 
replacement these days. 


BTW, my precedure was for a phenolic switch with "staked" 


contacts. I received e-mail from Kim, KE8NE, who does similar 
repairs to switches with riveted contacts by using tiny hardware 
to attach the replacement contact. 


So, next time you're at a hamfest and see some old assorted 
rotary switches for sale dirt cheap; buy ‘em! You might need the 
contacts someday..... 


13% 


Paul, K4MSG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: bill@texan.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Strange signal in HF bands 

Message-ID: <9509281943 .AAQ08567@texan.frco.com> 


Last night I warmed up the SX-62A to try it out. There was an awful 
lot of noise in the BC band, which gave way to a modulated signal 
that was splattered everywhere. You could even hear it on FM below 
50 MHz. I figured the radio was oscillating internally, and would 
have to go on the project pile. A shame, ‘cause the parts are all 
original, and the electrolytics are within 10% of rated value. 


Then I remembered that I have other receivers (duh). The National 
183 was getting the same thing. Tried it again at noon. BC band 
much better, but the splatter is still there. Seems to be loudest 
at 1 MHz intervals, audible at 100 KHz intervals (no, it's _not_ 
the crystal calibrator). According to a scope, it is modulated 
with a 1200 Hz tone and pulses at a 5 PPS rep rate. 


I'm using a 50 foot longwire antenna strung from chimney to garage, 
and live in a suburb of Minneapolis, maybe 10 miles from MSP airport. 
I don't do much SWL'ing, but looked forward to it someday. If this 
is what it's like, my enthusiasm for HF radios will go away. 


What in the world would be as strong at 5 MHz as it is at 30 Mhz 
(and 29 and 28 and 27 etc.)? 


Bill Hawkins bill@bvc.frco.com 612 895-2085 Minneapolis, MN USA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com 
Subject: Re: Strange signal in HF bands 


Message-ID: <9509291600.AA07773@bock.ih.att.com> 


I put up for months with a signal I named "The Sweeper." 

Strongest at 15 MHz (exactly -- sort of a 24-hour WWV :-) 

but all over the place. 

Turned out to be my new AT&T cordless phone on the kitchen wall! 

THis is the usual 49 MHz unit5, but when *not in usex its built-in 

microproc is constantly monitoring the 10 channels, scanning the keypad, 

and just pondering whatever micros think about when there's nothing going on. 


So now I unplug it from the wall socket when doing serious SWLing. 
You should hear the sequence it goes thru after plugging it back in, 
to get its bearings again. 


Also check out answering machines, cable TV boxes, and anything 
else that has a micro in it. They are everywhere! Maybe the washing 
machine.... 


As has been pointed out before, the FCC has pretty much abandoned any attempt 
to care about the HF spectrum. 


BTW, I do have a 60 Hz (sort of) splattery signal at 150 KC intervals 

down in the 160m range, which reappears about 15m (go figure that one out, I 
can't). 

73, mike k w9nrd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: "James C. Owen, III" <owen@apollo.eeel.nist.gov> 
Subject: Re:Swap R-4C for R-4B (fwd) 

Message-ID: <56181.owen@apollo.eeel.nist.gov> 


In message Thu, 28 Sep 1995 12:00:42 -0500 (CDT), 
Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> writes: 


I think the problem with the R4C is those mechaical filters. 

> 
The drake has crystal filters--mechanical filters are different beasts. But 
your conclusions are valid. The filter skirts are sharper on the R4C than 
on the R4A/B therefore the A/B has a smoother response but more prone to 
adjacent interference. 


> The R-4C performs well otherwise, but I really miss the sound that 

> the R-4A / B produces. 

> 

If you want smoother SSB audio take a clue from the AM portion of the RAC. 


When no AM filter is installed Drake connects a (150 ohm I believe) resistor 
from the input to the output of the crystal socket so that the 2nd IF is 
operating wide open and only the 1st IF filter is in the circuit. If you 
don't have the 1.5Khz or 250 HZ filter installed you can do the same thing 
there and run the 2nd IF wide open on SSB. Of course you're going to get a 
lot of adjacent interference but on a quiet band (10 Meters ?) it may be ok. 
Try it, it won't take but a minute and can be removed in seconds if you 
don't like it. 

James C. Owen, III 

National Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST) 

Bldg 225/B360 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899 

1-301-975-5623 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 

From: Steve Ellington <n4lq@iglou.com> 

Subject: Ten-Tec Tube Transmitter 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950929212523 .19861A-100000@iglou> 


While visiting the Ten-Tec factory last fall, I was shown one of their 
first products, a simple tube type transmitter. Things happened too fast 
for me to make note of the model number etc. Does anyone know if these 
things ever hit the market? 


Steve 
n4lq@iglou.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 

From: Dave AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Thanks for Kind Wishes 

Message-ID: <950928190831_72227 .1640_EHM138-1@CompuServe. COM> 


Just a note to thank everyone for all your well wishes. 

I had bloodclots suddenly form in my legs and have 

spent alot of time on my back with my legs in the air, 
wondering if one was going to break loose and 

turn the lights out. And does it hurt! Not good. 

Anyhow, my legs are back to tan instead of black-n-blue 

and the swelling isn't so bad now. Every day is a little 
better. I can't sit for long periods, like at the keyboard, 
or my feet turn purple! I've progressed to where I can sit 
with my feet up and the keyboard in my lap, so you'll 

have to put up with me again! 


My friends, if you have any brown, blotchy discolorations 


to the skin under your knees, go see the docs right now! 
Big bruises suddenly appeared above my ankles. 

I went to work, thinking I'd bumped into something. 

When my boss saw it, he sent me to the medics 

who told me I would have dropped dead within a 

couple of days. That do get your attention! 


The docs have me on blood thinners and blood pressure 
medicines and a 1200 calorie diet. I used to 

wipe more food off with a napkin then I get to eat! 
No more buffets at the Santa Fe for awhile, Larry! 
Thanks again, folks! Let's have a BA convention 

in Vegas some day soon! 


73 DE AB5S/7 Dave Stinson 
72227 .1640@compuserve.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 

From: "Nickels, Bob" <RNickels@P16.IL50.micro.honeywell.com> 
Subject: The Ghosts of Hammarlund 

Message-ID: <306C645B@mail_gw.micro.honeywell.com> 


I work for Honeywell's Micro Switch division, and we purchased the plant in 
Mars Hill, NC when Hammarlund folded up back in 1973. Upon learning this, 
I've spent time digging through the dark corners during my occasional visits 
to Mars Hill, hoping to find a mint HQ-180 under some cobwebs, I suppose... 


When the plant closed, it was a significant economic impact for Marshall 
county, as Hammarlund was the largest employer in the county. Fortunately, 
we have been able to maintain a steady employment base and some of the old 
Hammarlund folks still work for us. I've interviewed several of them and 
they have some interesting stories to tell about the "big hamshack" and the 
"antenna farm", as well as the smell of the electroplating lines for the 
variable caps and how the engineers had a certain mountain valley that was 
the perfect spot for receiver noise testing (as well as conveniently close to 
a well-known moonshine still!). A few Hammarlund nameplates and other 
artifacts have turned up - but apparently everything was cleared out, 
including the tower stubs (easier to mow, you know). One lady told me that 
she still can smell the plating fumes sometimes...perhaps a spectral SK 
drops in to make a special tuning cap for a heavenly homebrew project? 


When I heard the "landfill story", I just had to find the football field, and 
T'll admit to thinking about a midnight expedition with a metal 

detector! Thinking now about that mystical HQ-120, it might have been worth 
it! 


73, Bob KEOT 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: scott@hpislst.1lvld.hp.com 

Subject: Re: Unbuilt kits 

Message-ID: <199509291736.AA025816213@hp. com> 


Chuck writes re the assemble/don't assemble question: 


> Rare or not, there are plenty of examples--in assembled form--of whatever 
> you might find in an unassembled form. From a purely utilitarian 
> perspective, there is no reason to assemble. 


Since I'd already noted that I'd, without question, start a'buildin', I 
thought I'd comment a bit. I think Chuck's statement speaks 

eloquently from the historical/collectable perspective, but misses my 
personal viewpoint (and I expect a few others') by a bit. 


I'm not a collector of anything. I find beauty in mechanical/electrical 
things, especially old ones, in the unique combination of form, implementation 
and function. When viewed from this perspective, a kit is merely a 

collection of parts. The value of the unbuilt kit, to me, is in the FUN 
potential inherent in the building process followed by the joy of 

operating the equipment that *I'd* just built. 


Sure I can buy good, well-built examples of DX-100's fairly readily. 
But I'd enjoy using a DX-100 that'd I had built far more than one I'd 
merely purchased. I'd have actually gotten to live a piece of history. 


>From a more philosophical perspective an unassembled kit is an artifact 
>frozen in time. Unassembled kits are finds of historical significance because 
>they are direct links to the past. 


I suppose I'd grudgingly admit that at least one unbuilt example of 
significant kits should probably live somewhere for posterity's sake. 
But only grudgingly. Such examples are cold reminders of what used to 
be. Sort of like steam engines that sit rusting in the city park, or 
old aircraft displayed on a pedestal at the entrance to the municipal 
airport, they bear little resemblence to the vibrant living history that 
operating examples represent. Better that one more boatanchorite had 
the thrill of assembling and operating. 


Keep ‘em steamed up, flying and punching holes in the ether. Or so says 


Just a dissenting opinion. 


Scott Turner KGOMR- scott@lvld.hp.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: "Tom Taylor" <tom_taylor@taligent.com> 

Subject: Unbuilt SB-220 

Message-ID: <n1399794042 .42649@taligent.com> 


Speaking of unbuilt Heathkits... 


For the past month, the NCDXC Swap Shop has been advertising a 
"still in the box" unbuilt SB-220 for $750. 


The same person is advertising a Collins 75S3 for $300. 


I believe the seller is K6ITL, "Knock" at 415-345-9511 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: mallick@orion.crd.ge.com (John Mallick) 

Subject: W2UC special event station 

Message-ID: <9509291404.AAQ5680@orion.crd.ge.com> 


Calling all BA folks! The Union College amateur radio station W2UC 
will be on the air 9/29 and 9/30 from 1200-2000 EDT as a special event 
station celebrating the bicentennial of the founding of the college 
and centennial of electrical engineering at the college. I suspect 
they'll be operating primarily SSB on 80, 40, and 20. We'll have a 
Collins S-line and a Drake B-line in operation, so it will be a 
boatanchors all the way (except for maybe some Oscar operation with 
the Yaehoo 736). 


I think I'll be in the driver's seat tonight from 1700-2000, so give a 
holler if you hear us. 


73, John WAIHNL (who used to be a prof at Union but decided to save 
them a tenure trial...) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Who made it? 

Message-ID: <950929121510_112553071@mail06.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 95-09-29 11:49:54 EDT, you write: 


>but could they have made the whole rig as a subcontractor for Admiral? 
> 

> 

Hope you don't mind, but thought the group might like too know. 


they sure could have. here is an example. 
(and this info is from the front cover of the manual, some i will omit)) 


Model RBG Radio recieving equipment 
consisting of: 

radio reciever CHC 46140 

loud speaker CHC49154 

Navy department - bureau of ships 


Contractor 
General Electric supply corp. 
washington dc 


BY: 

Subcontractor 

The Hammarlund Manufacturing Co. Inc. 
New York, N.Y. 


Contract nos. 87147 Contract date, June 14, 1941 


that, you see explains why this unit had a designation other than 
Hammrlund's. 
i.e. CHC This unit is a military HQ-120X 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 22:08:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: wtb: face..plates 

Message-ID: <950929185143_32781780@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


hi gang 
well so much for the hams er a Rams. 


I would like to get some face plates from sp-600, sp200 (bc-779) and maybe 
an r-390a....also any of the metal "tags" for same. 


if you have sittin around, collecting SSI, drop me a line with price and 
model. 
prefer no holes, but if not to bad, maybe. 


Thanks a bunch. Hope the info in the earlier posts, was of interest. 


robert 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 02:06:00 1995 
From: dgf@netcom.com (David Feldman) 

Subject: WTB: Ten-Tec TX100 transmitter 

Message-ID: <199509290029.RAA12822@netcom14.netcom. com> 


Looking for one of these. Mailing to both "qrp" and "boat" lists because 
the transmitter is not technically qrp. Pls advise if you have one you wish 
to part with, or know of one. Thanx. 73 Dave WBOGAZ dgf@netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri Sep 29 11:05:00 1995 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: WTB:tube TV gear 

Message-ID: <memo.267817@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


Hope this is not _too much_ off-topic, but apart from collecting vintage 
radios, I am also putting together a small collection of TV studio 
equipment from the tube era, purely for pleasure (no commercial 
interest!). 

I'm particularly looking for a video mixer panel (source select buttons 
plus fader handles) of the 1950s/60s. RCA did one for instance, all in 
black, 19" wide and about 3U high. Something like this would be ideal. 
Also looking for USA-made or European C-mount TV camera lenses actually 
marked Television Lens or similar (not modern Japanese closed circuit TV 
lenses), TV station slides (35mm film in 2" x 2" mount) with station call 
letters, test patterns or message captions), manufacturers' catalogues. 
Might even consider an image orthicon camera (although shipping something 
as big as this would cause problems!). 

Will be pleased to hear from anyone with ideas, things to sell, similar 
interests. Thanks. Andy, G8PTH. 


